FEB 2 5 2004 jj C^C^P^f 

in -bra unite? states patent and trademark office 



In re Patent Application of 

TTOH Atty.Ref.: 160-359 

IT0H 'FEB 27 2004 

Serial No. 09/885,007 Group: 1743 

Filed: June 21, 2001 Examiner: 

For: SPECIMEN-INSPECTION PREPROCESSING 
APPARATUS 



July 16, 2002 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Attention is invited to the attached copy of an Official Action, with English 
translation, issued in a counterpart Japanese application mailed June 25, 2002 and copies 
of the first two documents (items 1 and 2) cited in it. The remaining documents (items 3- 
5) were cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed May 3 1, 2002. A completed 
Form PTO-1449 is also attached. 

Counsel is advised an English translation of the attached documents is not 
available. A concise explanation of relevance is not necessary (and is not included) as a 
complete translation of the Official Action is provided. See MPEP §609A(3). 

Official citation and consideration of all the attached documents is requested. 
Please return to the undersigned a copy of the attached PTO-1449 with the examiner's 
initials in the left column [MPEP §609] with the next communication. 
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ITOH 

Serial No. 09/885,007 COPY 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained herein was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than 3 months from the filing date of this statement [see 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (2)]. 



ARC:eaw 

1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703)816-4100 



Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VA^DERHYE P.C. 

By: 

Arthur R.£rawford 
Reg. No. 25,327 
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June 21, 2001 




1743 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


'EXAMINER 

INITIAL DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


FILING UAI t 
CLASS SUBCLASS IF APPROPRIATE 



i tli P7 2004 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 
3-48766 
1-131450 



DATE 
5/1991 
5/1989 



COUNTRY 

Japan 
Japan 



TRANSLATION 
CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO 

X 
X 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title. Date. Pertinent pages, etc.) 



'Examiner 



Date Considered 



Examiner- Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to application. _ Form PTO-FB.A820 (Also PTO-1 449) 
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